THE WORLD
BEYOND THE
CLASSROOM

The World Beyond The Classroom

What are ‘The World Beyond
The Classroom’ tours?
OUR TOURS OFFER STUDENTS AND TEACHERS the op-

YOU

MIGHT HAVE READ OR HEARD
ABOUT NEPENTHES, but do you know it is
a carnivorous pitcher plant that looks like a
monkey cup? We will show you several species in Malaysia, and take you on a fascinating journey to discover the wonders of the
Malaysian rainforests.

portunity to explore the world and learn
through social interaction, physical challenges and real life involvements related to
the curriculum. With a wide variety of experiences, students will be able to develop personal interests and self-belief and hold onto
memories to last a lifetime.
We want you to be curious about your
surroundings, and we will help you to uncover the secrets of the world.

The role of education
WITH

TEACHING EXPERIENCE AS PART OF OUR
PORTFOLIO, we understand the needs of teachers and
the importance of relevant links to the curriculum. It is our
aim, therefore, to tailor make tours for schools that fulfill
key criteria but, at the same time, give students valuable
opportunities to develop as individuals as well as team
members. Life time changes so often happen outside
the classroom.
With each tour, there will always be a strong focus on respect and empathy for others and appreciation of the experiences they have. By combining economic, social and
environmental understanding in each country we visit, our
goal is for each student to gain a clear perspective of the human condition and the human impact on the environment.
Beauty can be best appreciated by those who value it.
Tours can be designed to support schools involved in the International Award; in particular, the Adventurous Journey aspect
which focuses on adventure and discovery. All tours aim to develop an understanding of the environment and issues that face
each country from a local as well as global perspective. Emphasis
is also given to the importance of working together in a team
with a common purpose.
Each tour will have a main focus subject with other subjects integrated into the programme. Each tour will also have an environmental focus, which will be connected to a specific environmental
project or issue in each country. As part of the preparation stage
of the tour, students and teachers will be shown a presentation
that will enhance greater understanding of environmental issues,
both locally as well as in relation to the tour destination.

MANY PEOPLE ARE CURIOUS ABOUT THE

OVERALL LENGTH of the Great Wall of China,
but do you know that construction workers in
ancient China used sticky rice soup in mortar
1500 years ago to bond the bricks? We will take
you there to examine its strength while you climb
part of the 8,850km (5,500mi) wall and immerse
yourself in ancient Chinese culture.

Who are we?
WE ARE SPECIALIST TRAVEL MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS,

offering a diversified range of travel services to our customers. With our vast
knowledge of destinations, years of teaching
experience and our passion to open up the
world to students and teachers, we are able to
tailor make trips based on your needs and requirements and make sure they are exactly
right for the level and needs of your students.
We ensure peace of mind, with detailed pretour preparation, clear guidelines and expectations during the tours and post tour reports
and assessments. We carry out a thorough risk
management process before finalising your
itinerary, taking into account the latest political situation, the likely weather, economic conditions and other elements. Safety is our
utmost priority.

Fei Chin
TRAVEL.

HAS A PASSION FOR

She was born and brought up in
Malaysia, moved to Singapore in her 20’s,
then on to Dubai, where she set up her
travel management business. She originally envisioned it as a job to bring happiness to her clients. As time passed, this
vision has evolved into bringing the real
world into her clients’ lives. For her, this is

Peter Milne

IS A FREELANCE

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION TRAINER,

with
20 years teaching experience, especially
within environmental, science and outdoor education.
Based in Dubai for the last 7 years, Pete
has travelled extensively and has also
worked in UK, Australia and Malaysia.
Throughout his time as a teacher, Pete co-

Matt

IS A PROFESSIONAL MOUNTAIN-

and our Nepal specialist. He has been
trekking, rock climbing and mountaineering since moving to Dubai in January
2007. He has climbed and trekked in Nepal (including Everest Base Camp and an
ascent of Mera Peak) and goes ice climb-

EER

a dream come true, her passion is now
her work.
She has travelled to most of Asia and the
Middle East, major parts of Europe and Africa. She loves to interact and make contact with the locals wherever she is. With
her language skills, she has managed to
discover many of the world’s hidden paths.
She always checks out the specialities of

each destination before putting them together as a tour package. Her expertise includes diving, golfing and sporting related
travel, catering for serious divers, golfers
and sportsmen. She particularly loves
good food and regards it as a big part of
life. For her, one of the greatest joys of life
is to taste great food and then walk it off,
leaving her foot prints all over the world!

ordinated Environmental Education and
Residential trip Programmes. His role as EE
Coordinator at Raffles World Academy was
a pioneering one in the region and in April
2012, the school achieved the Eco-Schools
International Award of Green Flag, one of
only five schools to achieve this prestigious
award in the Middle East.
In 2009, Pete was Educational Advisor for

Adrian Hayes’ record breaking Greenland
Quest Expedition, which was used to raise
awareness on economic, social and environmental sustainability.
Currently, Pete runs school and corporate
environmental training workshops and
writes environmental education programmes to further enhance EE opportunities for students in UAE.

ing in Scotland on an annual basis. He
has recently returned from a mountaineering trip in the Alps, summiting 7 peaks
within a 13 day period. In a previous life
Matt worked in finance, trading fixed income at a leading U.A.E. institution after
beginning his Career in London. He

graduated from the University of Nottingham in the U.K. with a bachelor's degree in Chemistry with Management
Studies.
Matt's ultimate goal in life is to successfully summit K2 in Pakistan, and then
come back again in one piece.

THE TALLEST MOUNTAIN IN THE WORLD, Mt. Ever-

est is in Nepal, stands majestically at 8,844.43m
(29,017.16ft) above sea level. Do you know, although
this measurement is claimed to be accurate, some suggest that the mountain is moving 4mm (0.16in) per year
(upwards) and 3-6mm (0.12-0.14in) per year
(northeastwards)? Regardless, you will be amazed by
the beauty of the mountain whilst hiking and experiencing the hospitality of the Nepalese people on your way.

What are the elements of the trips?
Tours

Accommodation

We will design an itinerary for the
students to explore the essence of
each destination. During the visits,
we will incorporate educational elements, be it environmental, geographical, historical or cultural. We
will ensure stimulating experiences
throughout the journey with suitable
time for reflection and relaxation.

We organise suitable lodging for
students at strategic locations
with best quality, where they can
interact with their friends and
meet local residents.

Air
ticket

We will arrange the
best flight
options available to you.

Full time
tour director

This person is your guide,
friend and support
throughout the tour. We
will have at least one director on the trip, to travel
with the group from the origin country and throughout the journey. Ratio is 1:8,
1 tour director or teacher to
eight students.

Visa

We will assist
with entry visas
for all of the
participants (if
required).

WHAT’S
INCLUDED
IN THE
COST?

Travel
insurance

Local tour
guide

Travel insurance for each
of the students is compulsory and can be arranged
by BFC Education.

We will have licensed
local guides with extensive knowledge
about each destination.

Food & drinks

We will include all meals
throughout the journey, ensuring quality and suitability
at each of the destinations.

ANY SITUATIONS THAT ARISE ON THE TRIPS, be it minor
or major issues, will be handled professionally
and promptly by our tour directors.

Local
collaboration

We can arrange collaboration with local communities, based on your
requirements. For instance, school visit, charity
fundraising, orphanage
support, etc.

What else do we arrange?

WE WILL PREPARE STUDENTS AND PARENTS for all aspects of the trip.

PRE
TOUR

Passport: at least 6
months validity is a
must, we will check
for you.
Visa: we will make
sure you get the correct type of visa.
Parental authorisation form: students
under the age of 18
must get the consent
of their parents.
Rooming: we will organise twin or triple
sharing rooms for students.

Accommodation/
Lodging: information
will be given well before departure.
Meals: we will advise
the types of meals on
the trip.
Tour pace: based on
the planned activities,
we will advise type of
shoes and clothing for
the students to wear.
Transportation: we
will advise on type of
transportation, eg if
there will be a train
journey involved,

amount of time in
buses, etc.
Insurance: we insist
on travel insurance for
each of the students
and can help arrange.
Packing list: students
will be carrying their
own luggage, we recommend packing
light. A packing list of
essential items will be
issued.
Money: we do not
recommend carrying
a huge sum of money.
We will advise type of
currency and amount

required for each student to carry. A good
idea is to arrange a
prepaid credit card for
your child (depends
on age).
Special needs:
should any students
have any special
medical needs, parents should inform us
about any emergency
procedures we may
need to arrange. If
vaccinations are
needed, then this will
be communicated
well in advance.

WE WILL BRIEF BOTH STUDENTS AND PARENTS THE DETAILED ITINERARY

of each trip before departure. During the tour, each student
will be taught to be a responsible traveller, learn to look after
themselves and their friends, as well as respect local people
and customs.
Clothing: we will
educate students to
wear practical attire
during different occasions. Students will
then understand the
logic behind preparation done before departure.

Security: we will ensure the students remain with their group
at all times and remind them to look
after their own belongings, and to be
aware of the surroundings.

Staying in touch:
Tour directors' and
accommodation contact details will be
given to parents in
case there is a need
to make contact.

Punctuality: Activities are
prescheduled for most
days. Students should respect the importance of
good time management.
We will arrange for morning alarm and emphasise
the importance of punctuality throughout the trip.

DURING
THE
TOUR

OUR TOUR DIRECTORS WILL GUIDE participating students to log their trips.
Travel Journal: this could
be in the form of writing
or photographs.

Assignment: depends on destination, the tour director will arrange some fun assignments to
the group. We will compile and
conclude after the tour.

IN

ITALY, YOU MUST WALK IN THE
STEPS OF gladiators, visit some of the
world’s greatest museums and experience a
renaissance of your own. You might have
heard of the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius which
killed 4,000 people in 79 AD, but do you
know that this volcano continued to erupt
about once every century? It was described
as - The upper part of the cone opened "like
the falling of the petals of a flower and were
expelled in all directions. We will cultivate
the artistic side of you and take you on a
breathtaking tour through ancient Italian
villages and stunning countryside.

Our current destinations

Destination 1

MALAYSIA
BORNEO
Related subjects

Geography, Development
Studies, Agriculture,
Environmental Management

Related subjects

Main focus subject
Environmental Management

Geography,
Development Studies,
Agriculture, Physical
Education

EGYPT

Related subjects
History, Anthropology,
Development Studies

Destination 5

GREECE
Related subjects

Geography, Development
Studies, Agriculture, Physical
Education, Environmental
Management

Destination 7

OMAN

Related subjects
Geography, Agriculture,
Environmental
Management, History,
Anthropology

Biodiversity of Malaysian
rainforests and conservation
projects.

Environmental focus

Water, waste and energy
management in rural mountain
villages.

Main focus subject
Physical Education

Related subjects
Destination 3

Environmental focus

Main focus subject
History and Anthropology

Geography, Development
Studies, Agriculture,
Environmental
Management

Destination 2

NEPAL

Environmental focus
Impact of climate change on
the Nile river basin.

Environmental focus
How industrial and agricultural
demands have affected Dead
Sea levels

Main focus subject
Geography

Main focus subject
Geography

Related subjects
History, Anthropology,
Environmental
Management, Art and
Design

Destination 4

JORDAN
Environmental focus
Marine ecology and related
human threats.

Environmental focus

Rapid economic growth and the
effects on the environment:
Main focus subject
pollution and forest
History and Anthropology
degradation.

Main focus subject
Geography

Environmental focus
Tuscany: Importance of nature
reserves to protect local fauna
and flora.

Related subjects
History, Agriculture,
Development Studies

Main focus subject
Art and Design

Destination 6

CHINA

Environmental focus
Conservation of marine turtles.

Destination 8

ITALY

Above are some of our more popular destinations.
With our vast knowledge and expertise in the Middle East,
Asia and Europe destinations, we are able to cater for other
countries not mentioned.
We are constantly expanding our radar to new destinations.

FAQ

PARENTS

How do I know I am getting value for money?
All aspects of the cost for the tours are carefully planned, with comprehensive subject focus.
If my child gets sick or injured on the trip, what arrangements will be made?
We have comprehensive knowledge of all local services and foreign/overseas supports.
Can I join my children, whether for the whole duration or just part of it?
Yes, we can normally make these types of arrangement, but only the tours during holiday
periods and it is subject to individual school’s choice.
Can my child extend his/her trip?
Yes, this would only happen during holiday periods and subject to individual school.
Are vaccinations needed?
Depends on destination, this will be advised with sufficient time before departure.

Are the guides during the trip fully qualified and first-aid trained?
Yes.
How much travel time will there be?
Travel times vary but are kept to the minimum possible to maximise activity time.
How up-to-date are your programmes?
Programmes are checked and revised frequently.
How safe are the places we stay?
Safety is our top priority and accommodation is chosen very carefully.
How do I arrange with you a pre-visit to the school?
If you are interested in our tour, we can arrange a meeting at your school. We will gather
your requirements and needs during the meeting and then come out with a suitable programme and costing. Once programme and dates are fixed, we can proceed with booking.
What is the smallest/largest number of students I can bring?
Ideally, smallest number is 8 students and largest number is not more than 40 students.
Our ratio of students to tour director/teacher is 8:1, therefore smallest number is 8 students. We prefer students to have sufficient space to interact in accommodation and
transportation that we use.

TEACHERS

OUR TOURS OFFER STUDENTS AND TEACHERS the
opportunity to explore the world and learn
through social interaction, physical challenges and real life involvements related to
the curriculum. With a wide variety of experiences, students will be able to develop
personal interests and self-belief and hold
onto memories to last a lifetime.

THE
ELEMENTS
OF THE
TRIPS

BFC Travel Management
1110 Gold Crest Executive,
Jumeirah Lake Towers,
PO Box 334391, Dubai, UAE

Tel: +971 4 360 7177
Fax: +971 4 441 9256
Email: info@bfcuae.com
Web: ww.bfctravels.com

