The World Beyond The Classroom

The oldest independent state in the Arab world, Oman
has a strategically important position at the mouth of
the Gulf. The country can boast not only vast expanses
of desert and hundreds of miles of uninhabited coastline, but also mountains of over 9000 feet. Oman’s
rugged mountains offer some stunning scenery and
probably the best opportunities for driving in dry
wadis anywhere in the world.
Masirah is a small island located off the south-east
coast of Oman. Being so isolated, the island offers a
unique school trip, providing the thrill of discovering truly wild and pristine natural areas, learn from
local experts about the diversity of wildlife, as well
as develop opportunities to work on projects to support the island’s conservation.Masirah Island is the
best place to see where four species of sea turtles
nest, including the largest number of Loggerhead
turtles anywhere in the world.
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Day 1
Dubai to Masirah Island
Day 2
Wildlife & Bird Watching
Day 3
Hiking & Cultural Visit
Day 4
Departure

What’s included in price:
Main focus subject

Accommodation

Related subjects

Flight & Transfer

Geography

History, Biology, Environmental Management

Environmental focus

Conservation of marine turtles.

Meal
Tour
BFC Travel Management
1110 Gold Crest Executive,
Jumeirah Lake Towers,PO Box
334391, Dubai, UAE

Tel: +971 4 360 7177
Fax: +971 4 441 9256
Email: info@bfcuae.com
Web: ww.bfctravels.com

Day 1

Dubai to
Masirah Island

Depart from Dubai on a coach at 5am. The drive
(approx. 8 hrs) will take you through Ibri, Hayma
and Mahoot, before arriving at the ferry pier at
Shana. Once the cars are loaded, the crossing to
the island will take around 1.5 hours. The ferry
will dock at Hilf, on the northern half of the island. Check in at your hotel and have a relaxing
evening. One of the most important loggerhead
beaches is behind the hotel. Take an evening
stroll and meet them.

along the coastline and in the wetlands for the
rare crab plovers and lesser sand noddys. Other
birds include spoonbills, kingfishers, herons and
a multitude of sea birds.
After dinner, you will learn more about turtles
right behind the hotel and go turtle watching
again.

Day 3

Hiking & Cultural
Visit

B
After breakfast, have a last longing look at the
island – the island in which you can do repeat
explorations, turtle watching, stargazing, bird

One of the great pleasures of Masirah Island
is the wildlife. Four species of sea turtle, the
Loggerhead, Green, Hawksbill and Olive Ridley
nest here. They all nest at different times, which
mean that no matter when you visit the island
you should be able to spot some turtles nesting.
The rarest species of turtles for Oman, nesting
on Masirah Island are the Olive Ridley turtles,
which nest primarily between February and April.

Day 2

B/L/D
After breakfast and a briefing, you will be driven to the birdwatching wetlands of the island.
Masirah Island is a great place to watch birds,
especially during migration seasons. Keep an eye
out for egrets, flamingoes, osprey, terns, etc here.
Once you have ticked a few of the bigger birds,
you will try your bird spotting skill at mudflats,

D

Wildlife & Bird
Watching

B/L/D

One of the best qualities of Masirah is the fact
that it remains undeveloped. Take advantage
by trying out a few of the dramatic wadis that
crisscross the island with our expert local guides.
There are wadis for every experience level, and
because of Masirah Island’s small size, you can see
a lot on one hike. Some of the wadis of Masirah
are spectacular in terms of landscape, featuring amazing geological formations, as well as
interesting, though scarce, desert life. Look for
Arabian hare, several kinds of desert reptiles and

the very elusive, critically endangered and endemic Masirah gazelle (only very few individuals
remain). Spectacular sunsets can be enjoyed from
some of the hills on the west side of the island.
In the afternoon, visit the cultural centre of Hilf
and experience the life of the locals who enjoy
the song of the breeze and the year-round deliciously cool temperatures. These villagers are
mainly fishermen.
After dinner, you will participate in our exciting
team building programme.

Day 4
watching and wadi exploring day after day!
Depart via ferry to Shanna and return to Dubai.

Departure

